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University of Minnesota, Morris
Scholastic Committee
Minutes #3, October 6, 2004
The Scholastic Committee met on October 6th at 9 a.m. in Science 3500. The meeting time for the
additional October 13th meeting has been changed to 9 a.m.to allow a quorum of members to be present.
Members present: B. Burke, K. Crandall, W. Hunt, N. McPhee (chair), J. Ropp, B. Fisher, G. Sheagley,
K. Strissel, D.De Jager, K. Klinger (coordinator), R. Thielke
1. The Minutes from September 22 were approved.
2. Grade Replacement: The discussion begun on September 22 was continued. At that time, we had
approved a motion to adopt the all-University policy allowing all students to repeat a course one time.
J.Ropp, K. Strissel, and R.Thielke were appointed as a subcommittee to provide arguments in support of
this recommendation prior to taking it to the Campus Assembly for action. After reviewing arguments for
and against the change, the subcommittee proposed that the Scholastic Committee reconsider last week's
motion. They noted that it will be difficult to argue to SCEP that UMM needs a separate policy. At the
same time, we can anticipate that the Campus Assembly may wish to retain our current policy allowing
only students earning D's, F's and N's to repeat courses, due to limitations in campus resources. The
subcommittee proposed this compromise:
Students can retake any courses once, space permitting. Both grades show up on the transcript.
Only the second grade counts in the GPA.
The discussion took the remainder of the scheduled meeting time. Members raised questions about cost
and the technological capabilities of the registration system. An individual college must pay to support
those changes in the system that are necessary to provide variation in the implementation of an AllUniversity policy. The Registrar’s Office could use the ability to block an entire class to help control
registration in courses that tend to be over-subscribed. For example, General Chemistry 1 could be open
only to freshmen; all other students would have to go through a process to get in, such as use of the wait
list or getting instructor approval. This would allow instructors to contact the Registrar’s Office to find
out if students were retaking a course that they had already passed with a C or higher so they could ensure
that students’ who haven’t taken the class get seats before those who have already passed it. Other
methods could include asking those students repeating a course that is oversubscribed to withdraw.
Advisors could strongly discourage their advisees from repeating courses. One member asked why it is
an issue for a student who earns a C to repeat the course. A student expressed repugnance for keeping
students from improving their records. There was sympathy for not foreclosing options and for
recognizing the pressure caused by needing a high GPA for graduate school. It was pointed out that in
some circumstances there are better ways to improve a record, such as doing research with faculty, than
by raising the GPA a small amount. Examples were given of the small impact a change in one or even a
few grades has on the GPA of upper class students.
Retaking a course is not a problem in all classes. A review of the data prepared by J. Mullin of the
Registrar's Office showed that repeat courses at UMM generally fall in certain high demand courses, like
Chemistry, Statistics, Psychology, and Calculus. We don't have data about the number of students
earning C- or higher who would repeat courses because our campus policy discourages it. We agreed that
we liked the compromise of allowing repeats unless there is a space problem. In those instances, repeats
would be open to students earning a C- or lower. Students with grades of C or higher would request
instructor permission. However, adding the words space permitting is still not thoroughly in keeping with
the All-University policy and should be taken past SCEP.

We discussed how to proceed regarding SCEP and the Assembly. The chair and coordinator will meet
informally with Bert Ahern, former chair of SCEP, for insight into possible SCEP response. They will
also meet with Dean Schwaller to discuss his role in contacting the SCEP chair, and will alert LeeAnn
Dean, UMM SCEP representative, to our request. The Committee will ask to have the proposed change
on the Campus Assembly agenda this fall. K.Klinger and R.Thieke will finalize the wording of the
proposal. At our next meeting, the Committee will consider whether to rescind our previous motion and
pass the compromise proposal.
The following actions took place after the scheduled meeting time but while a quorum was present.
3. Petitions:
#1135--Waive the International Perspectives requirement based on meeting the spirit of the requirement.
Denied
This experience took place in the US and is not viewed as an International Perspectives (IP) equivalent.
(Experiences in one's own country fall under Human Diversity (HDiv);experiences abroad fall under IP.)
However, the issue of a Human Diversity waiver for experience of another culture in the US will be
discussed later in the term. Criteria for approving such petitions need to be established.
4. Theatre 3101 and 3102: In March 2004, the designation for Theatre 3101 and 3102 were changed
provisionally from Hist to FA. The 2003-2005 Catalog still lists these courses as fulfilling the Hist
requirement. The coordinator was empowered to approve over the next year the use of the Hist
designation for those students who had planned to use it.
The meeting was adjourned.
Karla Klinger, Coordinator

